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BAUCUS
VIETNAM VEITERANS MEMORIAL BARQUET
THANK You LARRY, AND THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR
THE INVITATION TO JOIN YOUR CAUSE TONIGHT.
YOU KNOW THEY SAY 'TIME HEALS ALL WOUNDS ,
BUT 1 THINK IN THE CASE OF MANY VIETNAM VETERANS,
THAT ISN'T ALWAYS TRUE.
THE WOUNDS OF WAR FOREVER INFLUENCE
PEOPLES LIVES, BOTH PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY*
NO WAR DIVIDED THIS COUNTRY MORE; AND NO
GtW$P=eF VETERANS HO BEEN UNDERSTOOD LESS.
WE AMERICANS HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO VIETNAM
VETERANS -- TO ALL VETERANS. AND WE MUST REMAIN
COMMITTED TO THE SPECIAL NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF
THOSE WHO FACED THE DRAMA OF VIETNAM.
WE MUST REMAIN COMMITTED.TO THE MEMORY OF
THOSE TO WHOM YOUR MEMORIAL WILL HONOR. AND WE
-2-
MUST BE EQUALLY COMMITTED TO THOSE MISSING-IN-
ACTION OR PRISONERS-OF"WAR. THEY MUST NOT BE
FORGOTTENI
AND WE MUST NOT FORGET THOSE WHO CAME HOME*
OUR GOVERNMENT HAS PROVIDED COMMUNITY COUN-
SELING CENTERS FOR VIETNAM VETERANS. THIS IS AN
IMPORTANT SERVICE FOR VIETNAM VETERANS, AS YOU
WELL KNOW*
THE GOVERNMENT IS PLANNING TO CLOSE MANY OF
THESE CENTERS AND MOVE OTHER TO VA HOSPITALS-
SUCH A MOVE WOULD SERIOUSLY REDUCE THE
SPECIAL QUALITY OF SERVICE THESE COMMUNITY
VETERANS CENTERS PROVIDE.
LET ME TELL YOU THAT I AM COMMITTED TO
KEEPING LOCAL READJUSTMENT CENTERS OPEN FOR
VIETNAM VETERANS*
I AM A SPONSOR OF THE LEAD SENATE BILL TO
KEEP READJUSTMENT CENTERS SERVING VIETNAM VETS;
-3-
PAT WILLIAMS IS LEADING THE CHARGE IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.
THESE CENTERS ARE IMPORTANT TO VETS. THEIR
CONTINUED OPERATION IN COMMUNITIES SHOULD BE A
REFLECTION OF OUR CONCERN FOR VIETNAM ERA VETS AND
THEIR NEEDS-
THOSE NEEDS INCLUDE MEDICAL CONCERNS UNIQUE
TO THE VIETNAM VET AS WELL. I BELIEVE OUR
GOVERNMENT MUST CONTINUE SEEK ANSWERS TO THE
EFFECTS OF AGENT ORANGE AND HELP THOSE VETERANS
WHO NEED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE THIS ISSUE IS NOT
CLOSED-
THAT IS WHY I SPONSORED LEGISLATION LAST WEEK
TO GRANT COMPENSATION BENEFITS TO ANY VIETNAM
VETERAN WITH NON-HODGKINS LYMPHOMA*
THERE HAVE BEEN PLENTY OF STUDIESI IT IS NOW
TIME FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO MEET IT'S OBLIGATIONS
TO VIETNAM VETERANS-
IN A WAY, THE AMERICAN PUBLIC IS BEGINNING TO
MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS TO VIETNAM VETERANS, TOO.
-- raAUa
TONIGHT IS AN EXAMPLE OF THAT* IT IS A
CELEBRATION, A BEGINNING.
A NEW AWARENESS HAS SWEPT OUR COUNTRY -- AN
AWARENESS OF WHAT THE VIETNAM VETERAN MEANS TO OUR
COUNTRY --- AND A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF
THEIR SACRIFICE AND COMMITMENT.
THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL IMPORTANT FILMS MADE
ABOUT VIETNAM. THIS FALL, A SERIES PATTERNED
AFTER THE FILM PLATOON WILL BE IN NETWORK
TELEVISION.
THE STORY OF VIETNAM VETERANS AND WHAT
THEY EXPERIENCED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA IS NOW BEING
TOLD THROUGH OUR MASS MEDIA -- FILM & TELEVISION-
THIS I$ A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT, BECAUSE IS
MEANS YOUR EXPERIENCE IS NOW BECOMIN.G PART OF THE
AMERICAN PSYCHE*
THE PROCESS STARTED SEVERAL YEARS AGO IN
WASHINGTON*
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IT STARTED WITH A SINGLE VIETNAM VET, WHOSE
DREAM LEAD TO A VISION.**AN IDEA.**A PLAN***AND
FINALLY THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE VIETNAM MEMORIAL
ON THE MALL IN WASHINGTON-
THAT MEMORIAL SPARKED A WAVE OF PUBLIC
INTROSPECTION ABOUT VIETNAM. AND ABOUT YOU, THOSE
WHO SERVED*
FEW CAN VISIT THIS MEMORIAL AND NOT BE
TOUCHED WITH EMOTION; NONE CAN UNDERSTAND THIS
MEMORIAL AND NOT BE MOVED BY ITS MESSAGE-
AND ITS MESSAGE IS CLEAR: LIKE
LINCOLN AND WASHINGTON, WHOSE GRAND MONUMENTS
EMBRACE THE VIETNAM MEMORIAL ON THE WASHINGTON
MALL, VIETNAM VETERANS ARE TRUE PATRIOTS.
MANY MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE; ALL DESERVE
THE HIGHEST RECOGNITION FOR THEIR SERVICE TO OUR
COUNTRY AND IT'S PEOPLE*
IT IS THEREFORE NOT JUST AN HONOR AND
PRIVILEGED, BUT A RESPONSIBILITY IN WHICH 
1 GLADLY
BEAR, TO EXTEND MY FULLEST SUPPORT FOR THE
-6-
CONSTRUCTION OF A MONTANA STATE VIETNAM VETERANS
MEMORIAL-
As OUR NATION CAME TOGETHER TO SUPPORT THAT
MOVING STATEMENT TO VIETNAM VETERANS IN
WASHINGTON, SO TOO MUST MONTANANS JOIN HANDS TO
RECOGNIZE AND REMEMBER OUR OWN MEN AND WOMEN OF
VIETNAM-
VIETNAM REMAINS A GREAT QUESTION IN AMERICAN
HISTORY. TONIGHT IS BUT ONE OF MANY EFFORTS TO
FIND AN ANSWER.
THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TONIGHT. IT IS A
TRUE HONOR TO BE AMONG PATRIOTS.
VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL BANQUET
THANK You LARRY, AND THANK YOU EVERYONE FOR
THE INVITATION TO JOIN YOUR CAUSE TONIGHT.
YOU KNOW THEY SAY "TIME HEALS ALL WOUNDS",
BUT I THINK IN THE CASE OF MANY VIETNAM VETERANS,
THAT ISN T ALWAYS TRUE.
THE WOUNDS OF WAR FOREVER INFLUENCE
PEOPLES LIVES, BOTH PHYSICALLY AND EMOTIONALLY.
NO WAR DIVIDED THIS COUNTRY MORE; AND NO
GROUP OF VETERANS HAS BEEN UNDERSTOOD LESS.
WE AMERICANS HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO VIETNAM
VETERANS -- TO ALL VETERANS. AND WE MUST REMAIN
COMMITTED TO THE SPECIAL NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF
THOSE WHO FACED THE DRAMA OF VIETNAM.
WE MUST REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE MEMORY OF
THOSE TO WHOM YOUR MEMORIAL WILL HONOR. AND WE
-2-
MUST BE EQUALLY COMMITTED TO THOSE MISSING-IN-
ACTION OR PRISONERS-OF-WAR. THEY MUST NOT BE
FORGOTTEN!
AND WE MUST NOT FORGET THOSE WHO CAME HOME.
OUR GOVERNMENT HAS PROVIDED COMMUNITY COUN-
SELING CENTERS FOR VIETNAM VETERANS. THIS IS AN
IMPORTANT SERVICE FOR VIETNAM VETERANS, AS YOU
WELL KNOW.
THE GOVERNMENT IS PLANNING TO CLOSE MANY OF
THESE CENTERS AND MOVE OTHER TO VA HOSPITALS.
SUCH A MOVE WOULD SERIOUSLY REDUCE THE
SPECIAL QUALITY OF SERVICE THESE COMMUNITY
VETERANS CENTERS PROVIDE.
LET ME TELL YOU THAT I AM COMMITTED TO
KEEPING LOCAL READJUSTMENT CENTERS OPEN FOR
VIETNAM VETERANS.
I AM A SPONSOR OF THE LEAD SENATE BILL TO
KEEP READJUSTMENT CENTERS SERVING VIETNAM VETS;
-3-
PAT WILLIAMS IS LEADING THE CHARGE IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES.
THESE CENTERS ARE IMPORTANT TO VETS. THEIR
CONTINUED OPERATION IN COMMUNITIES SHOULD BE A
REFLECTION OF OUR CONCERN.FOR VIETNAM ERA VETS AND
THEIR NEEDS.
THOSE NEEDS INCLUDE MEDICAL CONCERNS UNIQUE
TO THE VIETNAM VET AS WELL. I BELIEVE OUR
GOVERNMENT MUST CONTINUE SEEK ANSWERS TO THE
EFFECTS OF AGENT ORANGE AND HELP THOSE VETERANS
WHO NEED MEDICAL ASSISTANCE -- THIS ISSUE IS NOT
CLOSED*
THAT IS WHY I SPONSORED LEGISLATION LAST WEEK
TO GRANT COMPENSATION BENEFITS TO ANY VIETNAM
VETERAN WITH NON-HODGKINS LYMPHOMA*
THERE HAVE BEEN PLENTY OF STUDIES) IT IS NOW
TIME FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO MEET IT'S OBLIGATIONS
TO VIETNAM VETERANS.
IN A WAY, THE AMERICAN PUBLIC IS BEGINNING TO
MEET ITS OBLIGATIONS TO VIETNAM VETERANS, TOO.
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TONIGHT IS AN EXAMPLE OF THAT. IT IS A
CELEBRATION, A BEGINNING.
A NEW AWARENESS HAS SWEPT OUR COUNTRY -- AN
AWARENESS OF WHAT THE VIETNAM VETERAN MEANS TO OUR
COUNTRY --- AND A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF
THEIR SACRIFICE AND COMMITMENT.
THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL IMPORTANT FILMS MADE
ABOUT VIETNAM. THIS FALL, A SERIES PATTERNED
AFTER THE FILM PLATOON WILL BE IN NETWORK
TELEVISION.
THE STORY OF VIETNAM VETERANS AND WHAT
THEY EXPERIENCED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA IS NOW BEING
TOLD THROUGH OUR MASS MEDIA -- FILM & TELEVISION.
THIS IS A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT, BECAUSE IS
MEANS YOUR EXPERIENCE IS NOW BECOMING PART OF THE
AMERICAN PSYCHE.
THE PROCESS STARTED SEVERAL YEARS AGO IN
WASHINGTON*
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IT STARTED WITH A SINGLE VIETNAM VET, WHOSE
DREAM LEAD TO A VISION...AN IDEA...A PLAN...AND
FINALLY THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE VIETNAM MEMORIAL
ON THE MALL IN WASHINGTON.
THAT MEMORIAL SPARKED A WAVE OF PUBLIC
INTROSPECTION ABOUT VIETNAM. AND ABOUT YOU, THOSE
WHO SERVED.
FEW CAN VISIT THIS MEMORIAL AND NOT BE
TOUCHED WITH EMOTION; NONE CAN UNDERSTAND THIS
MEMORIAL AND NOT BE MOVED BY ITS MESSAGE.
AND ITS MESSAGE IS CLEAR: LIKE
LINCOLN AND WASHINGTON, WHOSE GRAND MONUMENTS
EMBRACE THE VIETNAM MEMORIAL ON THE WASHINGTON
MALL, VIETNAM VETERANS ARE TRUE PATRIOTS.
MANY MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE; ALL DESERVE
THE HIGHEST RECOGNITION FOR THEIR SERVICE TO OUR
COUNTRY AND IT'S PEOPLE.
IT IS THEREFORE NOT JUST AN HONOR AND
PRIVILEGED, BUT A RESPONSIBILITY IN WHICH I GLADLY
BEAR, TO EXTEND MY FULLEST SUPPORT FOR THE
. I
" -
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CONSTRUCTION OF A MONTANA STATE VIETNAM VETERANS
MEMORIAL*
As OUR NATION CAME TOGETHER TO SUPPORT THAT
MOVING STATEMENT TO VIETNAM VETERANS IN
WASHINGTON, SO TOO MUST MONTANANS JOIN HANDS TO
RECOGNIZE AND REMEMBER OUR OWN MEN AND WOMEN OF
VIETNAM.
VIETNAM REMAINS A GREAT QUESTION IN AMERICAN
HISTORY. TONIGHT IS BUT ONE OF MANY EFFORTS TO
FIND AN ANSWER.
THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME TONIGHT. IT IS A
TRUE HONOR TO BE AMONG PATRIOTS.
